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L ibraries established by Books for
Kids encourage children to explore,

think and discover. Each library comes
equipped with a specially selected age-
appropriate book collection of at least
five books per child served, along with
shelves, rugs, furnishings, listening cen-
ters and motivational decorations. Here

the children become eager learners im-
mersed in the world of books. 

Books for Kids has opened six new li-
braries in NewYork State since January 1,
2002, at these locations:
• Rocco Staino Library at Cypress Hills

Childcare Corporation (Brooklyn,
April 2002)

ourmission: The Books for Kids Foundation promotes literacy among all children,with special emphasis on disadvantaged children
and youth. Books for Kids donates books, creates libraries and participates in reading initiatives within community-based organizations, social
service agencies, schools and under-served institutions.

Books for Kids Foundation 
129 West 27th Street

New York, New York 10001
Phone: 212.252.9168

Fax: 212.367.7650

In a partnership to promote literacy in
local communities, Starbucks Coffee

Company and Books for Kids will
join forces to develop 10 chil-
dren’s libraries in the New York
Metro Region. The dedication of
the first Books for Kids/Starbucks
library at Yonkers Children’s Place
took place in March.

To continue the campaign, Starbucks
and Books for Kids have started to build
libraries at three Long Island sites:
Wyandanch Day Care, Family Services

League’s Manor Field Family Center in
Huntington Station, and the new

Hempstead Multi-Services Cen-
ter managed by FEGS, and
are reviewing applications
to select a site for a new
library in Rockland County.

In addition, the partnership
is working with New York City’s

Department of Education and Office of
Strategic Partnerships to select five New
York City public schools that will have
their libraries updated with new books. 

Help Us Give More Children
the Chance to Succeed 

BY INCREASING CHILDREN’S ACCESS TO BOOKS, BOOKS FOR

KIDS SEEKS TO OPEN MINDS AND IGNITE IMAGINATIONS AS

WELL AS TO HELP CHILDREN DEVELOP LITERACY SKILLS AND FUL-
FILL THEIR POTENTIAL. WITHOUT THE BOOKS WE PROVIDE, THE

CHILDREN WE SERVE WOULD MISS THIS CHANCE TO SUCCEED.

This newsletter honors the contributions of those who
have kept Books for Kids alive through some chal-

lenging times. In 2001, we lost our beloved executive
director Liz Quinlan to cancer just before the tragedy of
September 11. We had to cancel both of our fundraisers
that year, and take a critical look at our future as an orga-
nization.

Driving us to continue was the knowledge that too
many children are growing up without access to books…
in homes where books and reading time are beyond the
budget… in neighborhoods where the public library is
miles away or has reduced its hours due to municipal
funding cuts… in a school system where the book budget
is nonexistent or inadequate. 

We had to move forward, and we did, thanks to the
generosity of many who donated money, books and
time. We’re grateful for the support we have received in
the past two years, but like every non-profit we are
affected by the challenges of the economy and must ask
for continuing contributions to keep going. 

We know you share our belief that a book can help
a child shape a dream and build a future, and we hope
you will again choose to support the Books for Kids
Foundation.

Sincerely, 

Rocco A. Staino
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Summer/Fall 2003

Muriel Feldshuh reads
to children at the Marcy
Children’s Center.
Mondays through
Fridays, the Marcy
Center nurtures 65
children aged 3-5 from
Brooklyn’s Marcy
Houses. The Books for
Kids/Muriel Feldshuh
Children’s Library at the
Center, dedicated on
May 30, 2003, assures
that these children have
access to the best litera-
ture for young children.

www.booksforkidsfoundation.org
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• Liz Quinlan Library at Cooper Park Child Care
Center (Brooklyn, July 2002)

• Morningside Day Care Center 
(Manhattan, February 2003 renovation)

• Yonkers Children’s Place 
(Yonkers, March 2003)

• Catholic Charities/Holy Innocents Child Care
Center (April 2003)

• Muriel Feldshuh Library at Marcy Children’s
Center (Brooklyn, May 2003)

Libraries are also in the works at these sites:
• Pathways for Youth/Castle Hill Community

Center (Bronx, August 2003)
• Passages Academy at Horizons Juvenile

Detention Center (Bronx, September 2003)
• Wyandanch Day Care Center (Wyandanch,

Long Island, September 2003)
• Five NYC Public Schools 

(renovations, Fall 2003)
• Manor Field House operated by Family

Services League (Huntington Station, Long
Island, Fall 2003)

• Hemptead Multi-Services Center operated by
FEGS (Hempstead, Long Island, Fall 2003)

• Rockland County site 
(Nyack/Spring Valley, Fall 2003)

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
“At Starbucks, giving back to our communities is the way we do business,” said

Daniel Lewis, regional spokesperson, Starbucks Coffee. “We support local commu-
nity programs that promote youth leadership through the power of literacy and respect
for diversity. The libraries we will create with Books for Kids fit these criteria very well.”

Starbucks will provide funding of $30,000 to Books for Kids, and other support
to the libraries. For example, Starbucks partners (employees from the stores and the
regional offices) will play a key role in setting up the libraries and maintaining them
over time. Books for Kids will provide the initial plans and book collections, valued
at an average of $10,000 per library.

“We are delighted to extend our relationship with Starbucks in this productive way,”
said Rocco Staino, Chairman of Books for Kids. “We were pleased to be a benefi-
ciary of their ‘All Books for Children’ book drive in 2000, and we share their com-
mitment to improving children’s literacy. The company offers a stellar model of
dedicated corporate citizenship.” 

About
Starbucks
Coffee
Company 

Starbucks Coffee
Company is the leading
retailer, roaster and
brand of specialty
coffee in the world, with
more than 6,000 retail
locations in North
America, Latin America,
Europe, the Middle East
and the Pacific Rim. The
Company is committed
to offering the highest
quality coffee and the
Starbucks Experience
while conducting its
business in ways that
produce social, envi-
ronmental and eco-
nomic benefits for
communities in which 
it does business. For
more information, visit
www.starbucks.com
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Books for Kids in Buffalo
The children of Catholic Charities/Holy Innocents Child Care
Center in Buffalo enjoy their new Books for Kids Library, which
was dedicated April 30, 2003. Located on Buffalo’s East Side,
Holy Innocents serves 113 children aged 6 months to 12
years, who are now benefiting from an enriched literacy envi-
ronment that will support their success in school.

Starbucks Regional Director Andrew Alfano presents the
Books for Kids/Starbucks Library Plaque to Dina Bove,
Director of Yonkers Children’s Place.

The Books for Kids/Starbucks Children’s Library at Yonkers
Children’s Place.
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The Books for Kids Book Distribution is on a roll, thanks to some
wonderful donations from publishers, individuals and retailers.

Monthly warehouse days allow up to 10 pre-screened youth ser-
vice agencies to come to our Bronx warehouse and take as many as
400 new (in most cases) or gently used children’s books. To qualify,
agencies must complete an application describing their literacy pro-
grams, documenting the level of need in the communities they serve
and providing proof of their status as a charitable organization. Many
agencies give the books to children to take home, while others use them
to initiate or supplement a library collection.

In 2001-2002, Books for Kids distributed approximately 34,500
books valued at $280,000 to 65 child-serving agencies in the tri-
state area. For 2003 we are well on track toward our goal of dis-
tributing 60,000 books. Since its founding in 1986, Books for Kids
has distributed roughly five million books valued at more than $40
million through 250 youth organizations.

These results are possible thanks to our generous book donors.
For more information on donating books, please visit our website:
www.booksforkidsfoundation.org or call us at 212.252.9168. We will
make sure the books get to children who need them.

SSttaarr  PPoowweerr  ffoorr  ��������
CChhiillddrreenn’’ss  LLiitteerraarryy
RRoouunnddttaabbllee

The September 2002 Books for Kids Children’s
Literary Roundtable at the Algonquin Hotel featured
a host of celebrity readers including Dr. Ruth and
John Lithgow (pictured above), Nate
“Tiny”Archibald, John Bemelmans Marciano and
Miss New Jersey (Alicia Luciano). Madeline and
Lyle the Crocodile—whose 40th birthday was cele-
brated—also made special guest appearances to
the delight of children in attendance.
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The Books for Kids Foundation has been busy programming the $250,000 grant it
received in spring 2000 as part of a court-approved settlement distribution plan devel-

oped by the office of the New York State Attorney General, Eliot Spitzer.
To date these funds have been used to:
• Supply 36 mini-libraries in Head Start centers around New York, classrooms of the

Brooklyn Kindergarten Societies, and other child care centers with limited book supplies.
• Help restock 18 older Books for Kids libraries created since 1996.
• Provide books and furnishings for 6 completed children’s libraries in deserving locations,

and support plans for 11 more libraries.
“The AG grant has enabled Books for Kids to get thousands of books to thousands of chil-

dren during these challenging financial times,” said Marion Sullivan, Books for Kids board
member. “We are grateful that the New York State Attorney General shares our belief in the
power of early literacy.”

The Little Red Lighthouse under
the George Washington Bridge
earned distinction as a children’s

literary landmark last year through an
award presented by the Books for Kids
Foundation and Friends of Libraries
USA. The September 2002 celebra-
tion also marked the 60th anniversary
of the book by Hildegarde Hoyt Swift
and illustrated by Lynn Ward.

The Little Red Lighthouse joins three
other literary landmarks, including The
Plaza Hotel, which earned the honor
in 1998 as the home of Eloise, written
by Kay Thompson and illustrated by
Hilary Knight; Pete’s Tavern, selected
in 1999, where Ludwig Bemelmans is
believed to have worked on the
Madeline stories; and in 2001 Bank
Street College, a place special to
Margaret Wise Brown, author of Good
Night Moon and The Runaway Bunny. 

What’s next? Watch our website to
find out, and look for a midtown home
to a famous honey-lover.
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e
IN MEMORIAM

Isadora “Liz”
Wexler Quinlan

Beloved Executive Director 
The Books for Kids Foundation

1997-2001

1937–2001
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BENEFACTORS
Mary Pat Archer 
Frank B. Arisman 
Linda Bain 
Colleen Dempsey 
Shawna Hamilton Doster 
Margaret Fechtmann 
Kevin Foley and Mary Anne Myers
Laura Grimmer and Mr. Michael Beil
Amanda Hass 
Karen Hatcher 
Cassie Landers 
Chris Lowney 
Janet Offensend 
Ron Orland and Lisa Denby
Rick Overton 
Kimberly Peters 
Mr. & Mrs. David Posner 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Quackenbush 
Julia Robbins 
Anne Sherman 
William Slattery 
Mr. & Mrs. Rocco Staino 
Mr. & Mrs. John Toriello 
Jackie Trezza 
Mr. & Mrs. John Tucker 
Jennifer Wintrich 
Sidney Witter-Daire 

PATRONS
Maureen Brady 
Patricia Brady 
Reverend Thomas Brosnan 
Joanne Ciaramella 
Susan Craig 
The Cusimanos 
Diane Debrovner 
Joanna M. Derrico
Mr. & Mrs. Manuel Diaz
Stacy & Michael Francis
Mary Meeker Gesek
Denise Palmer Glaude
Michael N. Goldman
Mr. & Mrs. William Hake
Delisa L. Harmon
Mario Harris-Hatcher
Gregory J. Holch
Mr. & Mrs. Jesse Jenner
Christopher Gerard Kelly
Dr. George Kessler
Jeri Krassner
Linda Lambert
Paul Lobo

Laura D. Matiz 
Mr. & Mrs. Maurice Matiz 
Amy and Rob Pierce 
Melissa Richards 
Joan Samsen 
Janet Schait 
Marion Sullivan 
Lucille Thomas 
Paulis Waber 
Susan Wolters 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Woodin 

SPONSORS 
Mary Birle Birle 
Jackie Brody 
Cathy Buescher 
Mari Carlesimo 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Ceccatti 
Patty Clark and Neil Jacobson
Angel D’Antonio 
Mr. & Mrs. Mitchell Drach 
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Edwards 
Anthony Enea 
Mr. & Mrs. John Engquists 
Paula Evans 
The Faughnans 
Linda Foley 
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Foley 
Bernice Gitenstein 
Pegi Goodman 
Stephen Grant 
Audrey Greenhall and George
Chressanthis
David Grimm, Esq. 
Eugene Ingoglia and Jane Thompson
Mary E. Jacobs 
Loretta M. Judge 
Gary Keller 
Mr. & Mrs. James Kellermann 
Albie Kelly and Marcela Hahn
Elizabeth Lee 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Lehrman 
Mr. & Mrs. Lou Lewis 
Jamie Lillis 
Karen Markeloff 
Gretchen & Andrew McFarland 
Doreen Memolo 
Susan Monteagudo 
Dr. Michael and Ms. Christine Murphy
Theresa M. O'Connor
David Pasquale
Diane Person
Michelle E. Randall

Elaine M. Ryan
Armand J. Scala
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Schonwald
Deborah E. Seager
Edwin Sheffield
Kathy Tallman
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Thompson
Bethea verDorn
Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Waber
Roger Wolfson

FRIENDS 
Kelvin Allan 
Alex Ashbrook 
Betsy F. Ashton 
Elsie Atwell 
Jeffry Bailey 
Eve Battaglia 
Mr. & Mrs. James Berg 
Susan Bernstein 
Martha Blue 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Brickman 
Lindsay Brooks 
Mr. & Mrs. Pete Bugiera 
Stephanie Calmenson 
Cornelia Corson 
Edward Cottingham 
Michelle Cullum 
Mr. & Mrs. James DelGreco 
Beatrice Dellerin 
Mr. & Mrs. Don Dempsey 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Denby 
Madeline C. Deschamps 
Margreta Drexler 
Dr. Michael Droller 
Susan Edlis 
Howard F. Eisenberg 
Muriel Feldshuh and Steven Braunstein
Jo Ann Foley 
Barbara J. Frankfurt 
Judy Gitenstein 
Mr. & Mrs. Greenbaum 
Sara Gurwitch
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Hickey
Thomas Hills
Mr. & Mrs. Gregg Hutchings
Beverly Jones
Pamela Kelly
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Langsam
Marjorie Lewis
Richard Lo Presti
Mr. & Mrs. David Luntz
Leonard Marcus

If you find an error in our list, please let us know.

BBooookkss  ffoorr  KKiiddss  tthhaannkkss  tthheessee  ssuuppppoorrtteerrss  wwhhoo  ggaavvee  bbeettwweeeenn  JJaannuuaarryy  ����  ��������  aanndd  MMaayy  ������  ��������





SAVE THESE DATES!

September 21, 2003:
The Books for Kids Children’s
Author Breakfast and celebration
of New York is Book Country.

December 4, 2003:
The Holiday on Fifth Reception
and Silent Auction at the House 
of the Redeemer (formerly the
Fabbri Mansion) on 95th Street 
at 5th Avenue.

Watch our website for more details:
www.booksforkidsfoundation.org

Chapter Directors
Dean Baldwin, Erie, PA
Martha Blue, Flagstaff, AZ
Ellen Rubin, Hudson Valley, NY
Ray Turner, South Bend, IN  

Advisory Committee
Muriel Feldshuh
Russell Freedman
Judy Gitenstein
Elizabeth Levy
Leonard Marcus
Betty Miles
Lloyd Moss
Ron Perlman
Susan Beth Pfeffer
Lucille Thomas

Officers
Rocco Staino, Chair
Denise Palmer Glaudé, Vice Chair
Maureen Brady, Treasurer
Anne Sherman, Secretary

Directors
Mary Pat Archer
Linda Bain
Colleen Dempsey
Shawna Hamilton Doster, Esq.
Cassie Landers, Ed.D.
Marion Sullivan
John Toriello, Esq.
John Graham Tucker
Jennifer Wintrich

Acting Executive Director
Mary Anne Myers

Program Coordinator
Ebonie Jefferson
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129 West 27th Street 
New York, New York 10001
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Fax: 212.367.7650 

Books for Kids has moved 
its headquarters. 

Thanks to Sheltering Arms Childrens Service
and its Executive Director Wayne Mucci for
taking Books for Kids with them to their
lovely new space!


